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Mariposa Veterinary Center 
By Lara Hastings 

Mariposa Veterinary Center, 13900 Santa 
Fe Trail Dr., Lenexa, isn’t your ordinary 
veterinary clinic. 

The center’s name Mariposa, meaning 
butterfly in Spanish, speaks to it’s all around natural approach to 
caring for animals. Native landscaping surrounds the 
environmentally friendly building that has won awards for it’s green design. 

Inside, Jolly the Amazon Parrot, Sherlock the cockatoo and a couple of feline friends greet patients and 
their owners as they walk into the spacious lobby full of windows. Everything from the materials, the 
paint, and the lighting to the acoustics and air quality has been designed with Mother Nature and, of 
course, patients in mind. In fact, owners often report that the center has a calming effect on their pets. 

“We wanted it to be a healthy environment inside for people and pets,” said owner Dr. Michelle 
Chappell, who opened the center in December 2007. 

However, the real draw to Mariposa Veterinary Center is the quality and variety of care provided by 
Chappell and Dr. Sheila Dodson.  

Dodson, who has been practicing for 10 years, returned to private practice by joining Mariposa a few 
months ago after a stint in the non-profit sector. She focuses on traditional, yet thorough care for 
animals including surgery, dental, annual exams, vaccinations and any other type of care that is 
needed, sick or well. 

“I came back into private practice because I really missed having that relationship with my patients and 
their owners,” she said. “That’s the most rewarding part of my job.” 

Along with the traditional approach, Mariposa also offers natural remedies including herbs, chiropractic 
methods and acupuncture for pets as well as less toxic vaccinations, medicines and flea and tick 
control. While these methods can be beneficial to all, Chappell said they are often used when people 
have tried everything to help their pet without success. Mariposa has also reported several amazing 
success stories with these types of treatments from shrinking cancerous tumors and curing paralysis to 
lessening the effects of allergies and kidney failure in both dogs and cats. 

“We’re here to provide options to people,” Dodson said. “We tailor treatment to each individual animal, 
so there’s not one answer for everybody.” 
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Mariposa Veterinary Center is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. For more 
information, or to schedule an appointment, call (913) 825-3330 or visit mariposavet.com. 
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